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Alabama Priorities

What issues most concern Alabamians?

What options do policy makers have?

How can elected leaders best address these issues?
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The Process
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Experts Survey

In October, 2017, we conducted an open-response survey of 400
experts across Alabama.

 Business leaders

 Civic leaders

« Nonprofit and philanthropic leaders
* Political science professors

* Political journalists

More than 150 responded.

Their responses were coded and grouped into 17 issues.
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Alabama lssues

Civil Rights
Constitutional Reform
Crime & Public Safety

Environmental Protection
Funding State Government
Government Corruption & Ethics
Healthcare
Higher Education

Improving the State’s Image
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Infrastructure & Transportation

Job Training & Workforce
Development

Jobs & the Economy
K—12 Education
Mental Health & Substance Abuse
Poverty & Homelessness
Prison & Sentencing Reform

Tax Reform




Alabama Priorities

Rank Alabama Issues
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Voters Survey

We conducted a phone survey of registered voters in Alabama in
December, 2017, asking respondents rank their levels of concern on each
of the 17 issues.

« Telephone Survey, December 2017
« Random Digit Dial

 Registered voters

« 50% landlines

« 50% mobile lines

We collected 468 responses, with a margin of error of *4.5%.

These responses were weighted for age, education, gender and race,
giving us a political context and a list of Alabama Priorities.
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The Context



Is Alabama on the Right Track or Wrong Direction?

B Right Track ®No Opinion ®Wrong Direction
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Alabama Quality of Life
Compared to Five Years Ago

40%
B Much worse ® Somewhat worse
About the same ® No opinion
m Somewhat better B Much better
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The Priorities



#10
Tax Reform
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Alabama Priority #10

Tax Reform

Mean: 3.89
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

O1 Not al all Concerned O2 @3 m4 ®m5 Very Concerned

wWww.parcalabama.org



#9
Improving the State’s Image
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Alabama Priority #9

Improving the State’s Image

Mean: 3.90
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

1Not at allConcerned 02 B3 ®4 W5 Very Concerned
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#8

Jobs Training and
Workforce Development
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Alabama Priority #8

Job Training and
Workforce Development

Mean: 3.93

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

O1 Not at all Concerned 02 03 ®4 W5 Very Concerned
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#7
Crime and Public Safety
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Alabama Priority #7

Crime and Public Safety

Mean: 4.10

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

O1- Very Concerned o2 m3 m4 m5 Very Concerned
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Alabama Priority #7: Crime and Public Safety

Policy Preferences
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=" Number of Police

® Civil Liberties

= Sentencing Reform

= Condition of State

Prisons

= No Opinion




#6
Jobs and the Economy
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Alabama Priority #6

Jobs and the Economy

Mean: 4.11

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

O1 Not at all Concerned 02 @8O3 ®m4 MB5 Very Concerned
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Alabama Priority #6: Jobs and the Economy

Policy Preferences
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® [ncreasing Minimum
Wage

= Number of Available
Jobs

= Availablilty of Qualified
Workforce

= Wage Growth

® No Opinon




#5
Poverty and Homelessness
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Alabama Priority #5

Poverty and Homelessness

Mean: 4.19
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

O1 Not at all Concerned 02 03 @4 W5 Very Concerned
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#L4,

Mental Health
and Substance Abuse
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Alabama Priority #4

Mental Health and
Substance Abuse

Mean: 4.23

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

O1 Not at all Concerned 02 @03 ®4 W5 Very Concerned
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#3

Government Corruption
and Ethics
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Alabama Priority #3

Government Corruption
and Ethics .

Mean: 4.24

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

O1 Not at all Concerned 02 03 @4 NW5 Very Concerned
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#2
Healthcare
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Alabama Priority #2

Healthcare
Mean: 4.30
S @
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

O71 Not at all Concerned 02 B3 ®E4 MA5 Very Concerned
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Alabama Priority #2: Healthcare

Policy Preferences
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m Cost of Health
Insurance

= Expanding Medicaid
= Rural Access
= Prescription Drug

Costs

®m No Opinion




#1
K - 12 Education
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Alabama Priority #1

K - 12 Education

Mean: 4.38
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

O1NotatallConcerned ©O2 @3 ®m4 ®m5Very Concerned
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Alabama Priority #1: K - 12 Education

Policy Preferences
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= Funding

m Teacher
Preparedness

= Student
Achievement

= Class Size

® No opinion




The Top 10



Voters’ Top 10 Priorities

|ssue

K-12 Education

Healthcare

Government Corruption and Ethics
Mental Health and Substance Abuse
Poverty and Homelessness

Jobs and the Economy

Crime and Public Safety

Job Training and Workforce
Improving the State’s Image

Tax Reform
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Mean

4.578
4.502
4,239
42335
4,192

4110

4,106
3.925
3.905
3.899

Rank

OOVONOUNWN =




Alabama Priorities

Few differences across demographic groups in the level of
concern for the Top 10 issues

« Age

« Education

« Employment
« Gender

« Marital Status
* |deology
 Party

* Race
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Priorities by Political Affiliation

All groups

Two groups

One group

Republican

Independent

Democrat

Mental Health &
Substance Abuse

K-12 Education

K-12 Education

Mental Health &

K-12 Education 2 Substance Abuse 2 Healthcare
Government Government
Healthcare 3 Corruption & Ethics 3 Corruption & Ethics
Crime & Public 4 Healthcare 4 Poverty &
Safety Homelessness
Poverty & 5 Poverty & 5 Jobs & the
Homelessness Homelessness Economy
Jobs & the 6 Crime & Public 6 Sl Balis
Economy Safety
Government Jobs & the .
Corruption & Ethics / Economy / SRS g
Tax Reform 8 | Higher Education |8 Pn;ons <
Sentencing Reform
Job Training & Job Training & Environmental
Workforce 9 Workforce 9 )
Protection
Development Development
State’'s Image 10 Civil Rights 10| Higher Education
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Priorities by ldeology

All

Conservatives
Only

Conservatives
& Moderate

Moderate
& Liberal

Conservative
& Liberal

Liberal Only

Conservative

Moderate

Liberal

Crime & Public Safety

K-12 Education

K-12 Education

. Government Government
K-12 Education 2 Corruption & 2 Corruption & Ethics
Healthcare 3 Healthcare 3 Healthcare
Mental Health & 4 Mental Health & 4 Poverty &
Substance Abuse Substance Homelessness
Government Jobs & the ey
Corruption & Ethics > Economy > Sl Rl
Poverty & 6 Poverty & 6 Mental Health &
Homelessness Homelessness Substance Abuse
Job Training & 7 il Tl 7 Improving the State’s
Workforce Image
Tax Reform 8 Sl €3 [PUjolfie 8 Higher Education
Safety
Job Training & Environmental
oJelof ¢ s [ Seenemy J Workforce J Protection
Wislher Beluestion 0 Impro,vmg the 0 Prison & Sentencing
State’s Image Reform
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All groups

Three groups

One group

Greatest/Silent

Priorities by Generation

Boomer

Gen X

Millennial

Crime & Public
Safety

Healthcare

K-12 Education

K-12 Education

Mental Health &

Substance Abuse 2 K-12 Education 2 Healthcare 2 Healthcare
Government 3 Government 3 Mental Health & 3 Poverty &
Corruption & Ethics Corruption & Ethics Substance Abuse Homelessness
Healthcare 4 Mental Health & 4 Government 4 Government
Substance Abuse Corruption & Ethics Corruption & Ethics
K -12 Education 5 Poverty & 5 Poverty & 5 Jobs & the
Homelessness Homelessness Economy
Improving the Crime & Public Crime & Public . .
State’s Image 6 Safety 6 Safety o Flieher selueston
Job Training & Jobs & the Mental Health &
Workforce 7 7 Tax Reform 7
Economy Substance Abuse
Development
Jobs & the Improving the Jobs & the Improving the
8 , 8 8 ,
Economy State’s Image Economy State’s Image
Job Training & Job Training &
Poverty & 9 Tax Reform 9 Workforce 9 Workforce
Homelessness
Development Development
Job Training & . .
Tax Reform 10 Workforce 10 Civil Rights 10 Crime & Public
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Priorities by Gender

Men and Women
Men Only

Women Only
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Men

Women

K -12 Education

Mental Health & Substance Abuse

Healthcare 2 K -12 Education
Governrg(eg;chciicc;rruption 3 Healthcare
Crime & Public Safety 4 Poverty & Homelessness
Poverty & Homelessness 5 Jobs & the Economy
S[\:EZI:LEee?Al\Lhui(e 6 | Government Corruption & Ethics
Improving the State’s Image | 7 Crime & Public Safety
Jobs & the Economy 8 Higher Education
Job Training & Workforce 9 Job Training & Workforce
Development Development
Tax Reform 10 Civil Rights




Priorities by Education

Www.parcalanama.org

High School or Less Some College or Associate's Bachelor's Graduate or Professional
Healthcare 1 K -12 Education 1 Mental Health & Substance 1 Government Qorruptlon &
Abuse Ethics
Jobs & the Economy 2 Healthcare 2 K -12 Education 2 K -12 Education
K -12 Education 3 Government .Corruptlon & 3 Government ?orruptlon & 3 Healthcare
Ethics Ethics
Poverty & Homelessness 4 Poverty & Homelessness 4 Healthcare 4 Mental HeilhufeSubstance
Mental Health & Substance 5 Mental Health & Substance 5 Poverty & Homelessness 5| Prison & Sentencing Reform
Abuse Abuse
Crime & Public Safety 6 Crime & Public Safety 6 Crime & Public Safety 6 Poverty & Homelessness
Governmeg;ch?;rruptlon & 7 Jobs & the Economy 7 Tax Reform 7 Jobs & the Economy
SO MEMITE € THOAITEE: 8 | Improving the State’s Image |8 Jobs & the Economy 8 Civil Rights
Development
Improving the State’s Image | 9 Higher Education 9 L00 TEiiling & Hierkderes 9 Crime & Public Safety
Development
Higher Education 10 Tax Reform 10| Improving the State’s Image |10 Jele ViEining & Heitieree
Development
All groups Three groups TWO groups One group
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Priorities by Income

Under $25,000

$25,000 - 75,000

$75,000 and Up

Healthcare

Healthcare

K -12 Education

Government Corruption &

Development

K -12 Education 2 K -12 Education 2 .
Ethics
Crime & Public Safety 3 Mental Health & Substance 3 Mental Health & Substance
Abuse Abuse
Jobs & the Economy 4 Government C_:orruptlon & 4 Healthcare
Ethics
Mental Health & Substance 5 Poverty & Homelessness 5 Poverty & Homelessness
Abuse
Poverty & Homelessness 6 Crime & Public Safety 6 Jobs & the Economy
Government (;orruptlon & 7 Jobs & the Economy 7 Tax Reform
Ethics
Improving the State’s Image | 8 Higher Education 8 Crime & Public Safety
Tax Reform 9 Job Training & Workforce 9 Job Training & Workforce
Development Development
Job Training & Workforce 10 Civil Rights 10| Improving the State’s Image

All income bands Upper and lower income bands only

Www.parcalanama.org

Middle income band only
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Implications



Shared Priorities

One-half point separates issue #1 and #10.
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Shared Priorities

One-half point separates issue #1 and #10.

Alabamians are not as divided as we think.
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Shared Priorities

One-half point separates issue #1 and #10.

Alabamians are not as divided as we think.

Even on policy differences, we are not polarized.
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Shared Priorities

One-half point separates issue #1 and #10.

Alabamians are not as divided as we think.

Even on policy differences, we are not polarized.

However...
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Gaps Between Experts’ & Voters' Priorities

|ssue Voters' Rank Experts’' Rank Gap
Infrastructure and Transportation 15 4 11
Funding State Government 16 6 10
Mental Health and Substance Abuse 4 13 9
Prison and Sentencing Reform 13 5 8
Improving the State’s Image 9 16 Vs
Higher Education 1 17 6
Poverty and Homelessness 5 N 6
Civil Rights 12 7 5
Government Corruption and Ethics 3 8 5
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Experts’ Priorities Not in Voters' Top 10

|ssue Experts’' Rank Voters' Rank Gap
Infrastructure and Transportation 4 15 11
Prison and Sentencing Reform 5 13 8
Funding State Government 6 16 10
Civil Rights 7 12 5
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Voters' Priorities Not in Experts’ Top 10

Issue Voters' Rank Experts' Rank Gap
Mental Health and Substance Abuse 4 13 9
Poverty and Homelessness 5 11 6
Job Training and Workforce 8 12 4
Improving the State’s Image 9 16 7
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Final Thoughts

Alabamians are not polarized on
priorities or possible policy solutions.
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Final Thoughts

The Top 10 priorities are issues where
policymakers could build broad coalitions.
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Final Thoughts

Varying priorities between experts and voters are opportunities
for policymakers to show public leadership....
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Final Thoughts

...and to offer solutions to the issues that most concern voters.
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