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Alabamians want similar things...

...good schools, safe neighbourhoods, a strong economy, freedom, equality, and opportunity,
but we often disagree about the best way to achieve these goals. We resolve these
disagreements through healthy debate and negotiation, which requires accurate and
unbiased information. PARCA exists to provide this information.

PARCA'’s Mission

PARCA works to inform and improve the decision making of state and local leaders in Alabama through objective
research and analysis.

PARCA'’s Values

e Alabama can do better.

e Alabama’s state and local governments play a vital role.

e Sound public policy requires open, transparent and responsive government.

e Sound public policy is based on fact, pursues a clear goal, and is assessed honestly.

PARCA'’s Areas of Focus

Government Structure and Performance °® Public Education ® Public Finance ® Workforce Development
PARCA’s Services

Data Analysis: Data should be a flashlight, not a hammer. PARCA provides complex data analysis to
illuminate opportunities and improveoutcomes.

Research and Recommendations: Numbers may tell what, but they don’t tell why. PARCA seeks to understand
what is working, what is not working, and what changes might be feasible.

Performance Evaluation: Trying hard is not enough. PARCA works with nonprofits, schools, and government
agencies to define goals, measure accomplishments, and identify areas for improvement.

Technical Assistance: Policies and programs are only as good as their implementation. PARCA works with
administrators to design and implement evidence-based solutions.

PARCA'’s Board

PARCA is governed by an independent board of directors composed of up to 45 business, civic, and education
leaders from across Alabama

PARCA'’s Funding

PARCA is funded through charitable contributions, public agency memberships, and contract fees. On average,
contributions account for 60% of annual revenue.
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https://www.bea.gov/iTable/iTableHtml.cfm?reqid=70&step=1&isuri=1
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https://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/3-16-06sfp3.pdf
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